
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



&§z Council of jfcebentg. 



THE DATE OF THE CONVENTION, AND OTHER FACTS. 

THE DATE. 

The exact date for the Convention called by the Council of 
Seventy has been fixed by the General Committee. It is Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, February 10-12, 1903. The plan of the 
Convention as tentatively arranged provides for six sessions. The first is 
to be a general public meeting on Tuesday evening, followed by morn- 
ing, afternoon, and evening sessions on Wednesday, and morning and 
afternoon sessions on Thursday. The Convention will be held in one 
or more of Chicago's largest churches, and the meetings will be open 
to the public, so that persons who are not official members of the Con- 
vention may be present at its deliberations. 

interest in the convention. 

The Council movement for religious and moral education has 
met with a remarkably cordial reception. Interest in and enthusiasm 
for the movement are spreading with the greatest rapidity. The 
Council is already in correspondence with more than a thousand of 
the leading thinkers and workers in this most important field of edu- 
cation. The Publicity Committee, although very busy in extending 
the information concerning the new movement, has not been able to 
supply all the information that has been sought. The entire list of 
signers of the Call .has become in a real sense a committee of publicity, 
to extend the knowledge of the movement, to arouse thought and dis- 
cussion upon these themes, and to enlist co-operation for the undertak- 
ing. The invitation extended in the Call for the Convention to all 
interested persons to communicate with the Council concerning it 
has brought hundreds of letters, showing that ministers, educators, 
and religious workers everywhere appreciate what the movement 
means. There is a most satisfactory recognition that the field described 
in the Call needs the attention and the effort which is proposed for it. 
More than twenty-five of the leading religious papers have given 
it adequate notice and cordial indorsement. The reasonableness and 
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the necessity of the movement have seemed obvious. Leading offi- 
cers in many of the organizations and institutions already at work in 
the field of religious and moral education have expressed their con- 
viction that this step is required by the existing conditions. It has 
been said by not a few of the most eminent men of the country that 
the movement is the most important religious movement of recent 
years. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE NEW MOVEMENT. 

Much thought and discussion have been directed to the nature of 
the organization to be established. There seems to be a general 
agreement that the organization should take some such shape as was 
described in the Call, and that the best general model on which to 
construct it is the National Educational Association. This eminent 
organization has developed its constitution by an experience of more 
than thirty years, and is now one of the most influential bodies in the 
country. Following its method, the new organization might consist 
of a large and indeed practically unlimited number of persons engaged 
in all kinds of religious and moral education, membership to be open 
to all such on the payment of a small annual fee, the fees so raised to 
become a sustaining fund for carrying on the work of the organization. 
Then inside of this large organization there would probably be created 
a Standing Committee, or Board of Direction, of a limited number, 
who should have the special direction of the work of the whole organi- 
zation. It is desirable that all who are interested in the kind of organi- 
zation to be formed should give thought to the problems of the 
constitution and the by-laws. 

PROGRAM OF THE CONVENTION. 

The Program Committee has drafted a program for the sessions of 
the Convention which, it is believed, will be most satisfactory to all. 
It will arouse enthusiasm for the movement, make clear the ideas for 
which the new organization should stand, and lead up in the most 
effective way to the great business session at which the organization 
itself will be established. There is no doubt that the program will 
present a larger number of the most eminent men in the field of 
religious education than any recent convention has been able to pres- 
ent. It is expected that an announcement of the program, including 
the speakers, will be made in Official Document No. 2, to be published 
about the middle of January. 
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE CONVENTION. 

The Invitation Committee has been active in its efforts to discover 
the best method of inviting persons to sit in the Convention. The 
Members and Associate Members of the Council of Seventy are, as 
provided in the Call, ex-officio members of the Convention. It is the 
judgment also of the Invitation Committee that all of the signers to 
the Call, as printed in Document No. i, should be invited to sit in the 
Convention. The committee has not yet been able to determine how 
many more persons can be invited, but in all probability there will be 
an opportunity for several hundred more without making the Con- 
vention too large to do its work successfully. Persons who wish to 
attend the Convention are invited to communicate with the Recorder 
of the Council (Professor C. W. Votaw, the University of Chicago). 
Applicants for seats in the Convention will be listed and considered by 
the committee in the order in which their names are received. It is 
greatly to be desired that all the associations and institutions which are 
engaged in the work for which the movement stands, shall be propor- 
tionately represented. These bodies may perhaps be grouped under 
five heads : (i) universities, colleges, and theological seminaries ; 

(2) church and Sunday-school organizations, both general and local ; 

(3) public and private schools ; (4) Young People's Religious Asso- 
ciations and Societies of all kinds; (5) various organizations, such as 
Ministerial Associations, Library Associations, Mothers' Clubs, etc. 
All of these agencies, or nearly all, are now represented in the printed 
list of signers of the Call ; but it is hoped that a still larger representa- 
tion can be given them. 

how to assist the movement. 

For those who desire to assist in the promotion of the movement 
we make the following suggestions as to how this can best be done : 
(1) knowledge of the movement can be extended by private conversa- 
tion, and by private correspondence; ( 2) by written statements 
regarding it prepared for and sent to the religious press, and to local 
papers ; (3) by announcements and explanations of the movement 
given from the pulpit, or in other public ways ; (4) by presenting the 
subject at ministerial associations and denominational clubs, Sunday- 
school conventions, and all kinds of religious meetings where the 
matter would be of interest ; (5) by sending to the Recorder of the 
Council the names and addresses of carefully selected persons who 
will appreciate the movement, and will be both able and willing to 
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promote it ; (6) by reporting the progress of the movement in the 
state or district of your residence, and by sending to us clippings from 
the papers concerning it ; (7) by making specific suggestions to us as 
to how the movement can best be carried forward, and as to how the 
organization can best be constructed to accomplish its important work. 

A SUITABLE NAME. 

Suggestions are in order as to a suitable name which the new 
organization may bear. This name should consist of as few words 
as possible, but words which will clearly characterize the organization 
in its scope and purpose. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL. 

The Senate of the Council of Seventy has voted that the annual 
meeting of the Council shall be held just before the Convention, 
namely, upon Tuesday morning and Tuesday afternoon of February 
10. This meeting of the Council of Seventy will be of special 
importance, as there are new members of the Council to be elected, 
important reports to be made, special undertakings to be considered, 
and vital actions to be taken with reference to the meeting of the 
Convention which is immediately to follow. It is hoped, therefore, that 
the entire Council, both Active Members and Associate Members, will 
be able to be present at these sessions of the Council. 



